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Resolution In Lok Sfebha tabled by Shri Benoy Krishna 
Dnechowdhury — Case for instituting an Enquiry 
Commission about the mysterious disappearance of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, (for 29-8-1969) — 
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Reference Private Member's Resolution In the Lok Sabha 
on Friday the 29th August, 1969, regarding the appointment of an 
Enquiry Commission presided over by a Judge of the Supreme Court 
relating to the disappearance of Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose 
since August, 1943. 



z ' Since this is a matter which has been handled in the 
past by this Ministry, we might accept the transfer from the 
Ministry of Home Affairs and deal with it. 

3- A self-contained brief on the subject Is placed below. 
Government have all along resisted the demand for holding a 
further enquiry into the death of Netajl. Nevertheless, the 
demand has persisted. Whenever any Information relating to 
Netaji Is brought to our notice, we have Investigated and 
informed the House of our findings. It would, there fore, be 
correct to say that Government have invariably investigated 
all such information and have not closed their mind. 

Government's stand therefore seems to b# that while we continue 
to check and investigate every information that is brought to 
our notice. Institution of an enquiry commission is not 
warranted until some tangible evidence is adduced. 

4 ■ This is not entirely a procedural or legal matter and 
political considerations are involved. The Home Minister in 
the course of a discussion in the Lok S bha on 22.8.1969 has 
stated that the demand for a fresh enquiry in the matter is 
under active consideration of the G overnment. Government may 
therefore in view of the persistent demands reconsider its 
position and agree to a further enquiry. Perhaps some of the 
Members of the Parliament Who have been consistently demanding 
a further probe could be asked to undertake further investigations 
to satisfy themselves. Government could perhaps render them 
necessary facilities for the purpose. If they bring out some 
tangible evidence, the matter could then be investigated more 
thoroughly. However, It is extremely unlikely that after 24 
years they will be able to establish that Netajl is in fact 
alive. They might only succeed in showing some doubts on some 
of the findings of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee. 



5. F.S. may, there fore, kindly obtain F.M.'s orders* 

We are required to supply 12 copies of the brief to the 
Department of Parliamentary Affairs for consideration by the 
Cabinet Conmlttee on Parliamentary Affgirs, by Monday the 23th 
August, 1969. 

Sd/- 


(Hanjit Singh) 
Director (Bast Asia) 
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Extract from file No. F. 29/48/69-Poll. II 

of the Ministry of Horae Affairs - Poll. II Section. 


xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx 


Prime facie there is no ca ae for a 
fresh enquiry commission in view of the 
findings of the Shah Nawaz Commission. 
However, as this question arouses strong 
feelings in the country, and has political 
implications, F.M. may like to consult P.M. 


Sd. T.N. Kaul 

24.8.69 

F/SI. 

This is regarding an internal political 
situation, which can best be decided by the 
Home Ministry. At best we can be asked 
regarding position abroad on which we can give 
our advice. But the decision has to be 
political . 

Sd . Oinesh Singh 

26.8.69 

F/ 

Sd. T.N. Kaul 

26.8.69 

DE/ 

Secretary MHA may kindly see. 


Sd. Manjit Singh 

26.8.69 

Mini st ry of Hqmc Affairs j[Shri L.P. Singh^ Se e y^)^ 
M.E.A * UO NO. c/l 25/18/69/JP, dated the 26th Aug. 69 

i 

HM may see from prepage i 

2, If the intention is that a Commission of Inquiry 
may be appointed, the draft note placed below will 
end with a statement to this effect. 

3, Presumably, if an inquiry is to be made the 
Commission will consist of a single judge of the 
Supreme Court . 

H X Sd. 

Sd. Y.B. Chavan 

26.8.69 

xxxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxxx 

This file should appropriately be deposited with 
Poll. II Section who have previous papers on the 
subject. It is understood they also answered some 
Parliament questions in the past. 

US(P/11.I) 


Sd. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS 

Friday, August 29, 1969{Bhadra 7, 1891 (Saka) 


PART 1 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

A list showing Government Business is being issued separately. 





PART II 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS 
RESOLUTIONS 

1. FURTHER DISCUSSION of the following Resolution moved by 
Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha on the 1st August, 1969: — 

‘‘This House resolves that in order to achieve socialistic pattern of Nationalisation 
society which is the declared policy of the Government, of foreign 
necessary steps such as (a) nationalisation of foreign trade, trade, general 
general insurance and steel industry; (b) taking over of all insurance, etc. ■ ■ r* . 

foreign investiment in India; (c) fixing of celing on urban 
property; and (d) eradication of black money through demo- 
netisation of the currency be taken by the Government wilh- 
* out any further delay.” 

J\ l [ALSO further discussion of the amendments (printed on separate 

xjtdi ' , list) moved Sarvashri Shiva Chandra Jha, J. M. Lobo Prabhu, B. P, 

I /•'pi Mandat, George Fernandes, Yashpal Singh and Abdul Ghani Dor on the 

spC • 14th August, 1969.] 

2. SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU to move the following Resolution: — 

“This House expresses its grave concern at the unprecedented in- Unemployment. 

crease in unemployment in the country and failure of the ^ 

Plans to create adequate employment potential and recom- aA. 

mends immediate formulation of a high power All Party 
> v Parliamentary Committee to tackle the problem immediately 

and frame rules for operating National Financial Assistance 
Scheme for the unemployed.” 

3. SHRI N. G. RANGA to move the following Resolution: — 

“In view of the rapid spread of violence and violent guerilla acti- Naxalites. 

> vities of the Naxalites and the support derived by them from 

several sections of the Communists, the Government should 
take concrete steps in co-operation with and also in addition 
to whatever the concerned State Governments can and are 
willing to do in order to protect life, property and Funda- 
tal Rights of the people of India, and simultaneously 
execute socio-economic development works for uplifting the 
conditions of adivasis and agricultural workers.” 

C SHRI BENOY KRISHNA DASCHOWDHURY to move the follow- 
ing Resolution: — 

“This House is of opinion that in view of the serious discrepancy Netaji Subhash 
in the Shah Nawaz Enquiry Committee Report and in the Chandra Bose, 
absence of any positive evidence about the death of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose, there is a clear case for instituting an 
Enquiry Commission presided over by a Judge of the 
Supreme Court of India about the mysterious disappearance 
of that great national leader since August, 1945, for setting 
at rest the various speculations still going on in the country 
and abroad,” 









NEW DELHI; 
Au gust 25, 1969 . 

Bhadra 3, 1891 <Saka). 


S. L. SHAKDHER, 

Secretary. 
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Parliament Questions on Ketajl '^ubhash Chandra Bose 


LOK 3\3HA 1955. 1^66 and 1067 and 1P6F and 

1, starred Q. No. 6 23 answered on 29-3-65 asking whether the 
P.W. told nressnen at Varanasi on 27-13-64 that Govt, 
would investignto whether Natali was alive and whether 
RhfiulmaiM Ashram Ifedhu was Nefca.li. 

2, Starred Question No. 7^° answered on 29-9-65 regarding 

resolution re seed by Calcutta High Court Bar Association 
demanding » thorough enquiry into the mystery of death 
of and asking for truth about late P.M, '» letters 

to Shrl S.C, Bose that no precise data about Netaji's 
death is available, 

3, Bn starred Question ' T o, °105 answered on 14, 3, 66 regarding 
statement by Shr* Sureah Chandra Bose in February 1966 
at Ms dural that >’eta.1i is alive and that he would come 
in March , 1966, 

4, Gnstarred Question Mo, 956 answered on l-R-66 regarding 
setting un a Commission by the Govt, of Formosa to 
enquire into the disappearance of Metaii Uubhash Chandra 
Bose. 

5, Stnr-ed 'Mcstion Mc.2?p answered on 3-4-67 regarding 

the statement of the retired Japanese I*t, General Fuji war* 
about a probe into the circumstance* surrounding the 
death of Meta.ii. 

6, tin starred Q. ’?o,4338 answered on 3,7.67 regarding Taiwan 
Government’s assurance to co-operate in carrying ou* 
investigations at Taiwan where Nota.li Subhash Chandra 
Bose i* ranorted to have met his death in air-era sh. 

7, Starred Question Mo. 1334 answered on 24-7-67 regarding 
non-visit to Taiwan by the Enquiry Committee headed 

by Shri ^Siah <fawa j Kh n and demand for fresh enquiry 
in co-on ’ration with the Government of Taiwan. 

\ f 

P. Starred Question No.6F2 answered on 11-12-67 regarding 
bate Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru’ s letter Of 13/6/62 
to Shri Suresh Chandra Bose expressing inability to send 
precise nroof of the death of Motaji Gubhash Chandra Bose; 
and subsequent letter to Shri Amiya Math Bose about 
desirability of reae ing a finality about tfetajl’s death. 

9. *Tn starred 0.^0.371^ answered on 11-12-67 regarding 

0 ->na^ni Fullvara ’ s statement in Calcutta about Japanese 
co-oneration if Govt, o 4 * Tndin make any effort to arrive 
at a finality about Metnjt’s mystery; H. V. Kamath’s visit 
to Formosa, Ms statement ragar^lng enquiry being 
conducted by the Formosa Oora-nment about the reported 
plane crash involving Batumi at Tain eh in 1945. 



10. Rnstarred Q. No. 1408 answered on 21-3-69 regarding 
demand by a large number of MPs for a fresh enquiry 
Into the resorted death of Retail Subhash Chandra Bose, 

11. tfnstarred Q. Ho. 5150 dated 2-4-69 by Shrl Snrar Guha 
and Shri Beni Shn nicer Sharmn regarding escape of Retail 
Suhha sh Chandra Bose from Slnganore. 

Assurance given and subsequently a statement was 
sent to Department of Parliamentary Affairs, vi de 
C/125/5/69/JP dated 26-7-69 In fulfilment of the 
Assurance. 

12. 2h starred n .”o.^*l 0 ^ f*nsx/er«d on 20-8-69 regarding 

a reported broadcast by Natali Subhash Chandra Bose 
from Radio Ho scow. 



BAJYA iftEH* 

1. Sta^*d Q, Ho, 325 answered on 29/2/68 regarding Memorandum 
by 360 MPs demanding fresh Inquiry into the reported 
death of Netaji Subhr sh Chandra Bose. 

2, Starred Q. No. 284 angered on. 17-5-66 regarding statement 
made by Shrl Dwliendra Nath Rose that Retail was alive 
and that he would come to India in March, 1966, 



3, T lns tanked 0. No. 965 answered on 9-8-66 regarding setting up 
of a Committee by the Gov^rment of Formosa to enquire 
Into th e dl sapp eft rane <? of n ■'ta 1 1 Subha sh Chandra Ro s e. 

4. Starred Q.Ro.51, answered on 17-8-65 regarding statement 
made by Dr. S.N. Sln’ a, a former M.r., in Calcutta that 
Retail Subhash Chandra Bose had been kept in Cell No.46 
In a prison In Siberia. 


Government of India have already stated in the Parliament 
several times, In answers to Questions detailed ftbove, "th^ 
the findings of the Retail Enquiry Committee, headed by Shrl 
Sfriah Have* Khan, submitted to th e Government In 1956 have been 
accented bv the Government and that there was no necessity 
to institute a fresh Rnmii rv sine* the report wns conclusive. 


' STARRED QUESTION NO. 525 
RAJYA 5ABHA 

STARRED QUESTION NO. 325 
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 29TH FEBRUARY, 1968 

NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BQS5 
QUESTION 

*No*325 ' SARDAR NARINDEE SINGH BEAR : Will the Prime 

Minister be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government ha/e received any memorandum 
signed by 350 Members of Parliament urging the Union 
Government to appoint a Committee of Enquiry with collabora- 
tion of the Governments of Japan and Taiwan to clear the 
mystery about Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose; and 

(b) if so, what are the main features of the memorandum 
and Government's reaction thereto? 


ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OP STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 

External affairs (shei b, e, bh ag A t )~ 

(a) Yes, Sir, 

(b) Apart from demanding a fresh enquiry into the death 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose the memorandum suggests certain 
steps to accord due honour and recognition to the personality 
of Netaji, 

Since no new facts have been brought to light, 
Government do not consider that any further enquiry into the 
death of Netaji is warranted. 

The suggestions for according due honour and 
recognition to the personality of Netaji are being examined. 


******** ** ******** * 


NOTE gO R SUPPLE MEN TAR I ES 


(On Kajya Sabha starred Question No. 325 for 29.2.1968) 

I » • * * • 


Memorandum by some 550 M.Ps* for appoint ing 

a fresh Enquiry Committee to investigate 
into the d e ath of Netaji Subhash Chandra Boae 
and according due honour to hia personality 


, A memorandum, said to have been signed by nearly 

35^ Members of parliament, was submitted to the President 
urging that due honour and recognition to the personality 
and leadership of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose should be 
accorded by undertaking the followings 

1. To place his portrait in the Central Hall of 
Parliament and all offices of the Government; 

2. To erect a statue of Netaji on a prominent 
site in New Delhi, preferably at India Gate; 

3» To devise suitable means to a coord national 
recognition to military genius of Netaji; 

4* To observe his birthday every year with due 
solemnity; 

5* To erect suitable memorials at Kohima and Imphal 
in honour of I.N.A« heroes who sacrificed their 
lives in the liberation struggle under the 
leadership of Netaj i; 

6. To publish the Volume on I.N.A., already 
written for the "History of Indian Army During 
the Second War", published by the Government; 

7. To give him his duo place in the "History of the 
Freedom Movema nt " ( plan ne d by Government of India). 
(For this it is necessary to take expert advioa 

on the portion of the manuscript relating to him 
before it is finally approved for the press'* 

8. To arrange publication of Netaji* s writings 
a nd spe e oh es • 

The memorandum then goes on to suggest "that a further 
enquiry be made with the collaboration of the Governments of 
Japan and Taiwan by a small independent committee consisting 
of a Judge of the Supreme Court and two or three publio men..." 


Official Enquiry conducted in 1956 


In response to the public demand that all the 
facts relating to the last stages of Nctaji's life 
should be enquired into and -made known , an Enquiry 
Committee was appointed by the Government of India in April, 
1956. The Ccmmittee consisted of Shr i Shah Nawaz Khan, 

Shri Surest* Chandra Bose (elder brother of Neta^i) and Shri 
S.N. Maitra, Chief Commissioner of Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. The report of this Committee, which was signed 
by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and Shri S.N. Haiti’s, was 
released f o r publicet ion in September, 1956. The Government 
of India accepted the report. The conclusion reached by 
the Enquiry Committee was that Noiaji met his death as a 
result of an air eras? at Taihoku airfield in Formosa 
on August 18 , 1945 an l that his ashes are now at the 
Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. However, the third member, 
namely , Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, did not sign the report. 
Later on, he submitted a separate report dissenting from the 
findings of the maj ornl y revert. After laying a copy of 
this report on tne Tal le of the House on 11.9.1556 , the 
late Prime Minister, ;-hri Jauaharlal Nehru, made a 
statement in the Lok Ge bha in which he said inter alia 
that Government felt that the evidence adduoed in the 
report was practically overwhelming and should be 
accepted. 

Soveriunant 1 s attitude to repeated 

requests for further probes 

There have bean repeated requests and demands 
on several occasions for undertaking another enquiry. 
However, Governmen t having accepted the findings of the 
Shah Nawaz Committee have taken the view that unless 
fresh evid®nce or now facts were brought to light, 
another enquiry was unwarranted* In the Itajya Sabhe 
itself in 1966, in answer to Starred Question No»284 
on 17 *5*1966 and again in reply to unstarred question 
No. 265 on 2.8.1966 , the Government reiterated this 
viewpoint. Assertions that Swami Shardanand of the Sholmari 


Ashram was, in fact, Netaji Subhash Chandra Boss had been 
denied by the Swami himself* Another claim made by Dr* 
S-N* Sinha that Netaji was incarcerated in cell N e . 46 of 
Yakutusk prison in Siberia has not been corroborated by 
any tangible evidenoe . Recently, Lt*-General Pujiwara of 
Japan , who came to India to present Netaji* s sword, 
requested that the matter should be inve st igate d "onoe a nd 
for all"* The General, however, has not produoed any 
evidence which would warrant any further enquiry* The 
memorandum too refers to press reports of hearsay evidence 
published in 1945 and early 1956. These hearsay reports 
cannot warrant a fresh enquiry. It would be relevant 
to mention that Prime Minister, Shr i Jawaharlal Nehru, 
had in a letter to Shri Suresh Chandra Bose on May 1>* 

1962 said: "I cannot send you any preoise and direct 
proof* But all the 0 iroumstantial evidence that has been 
produced and which has been referred to in the Enquiry 
Committee's Report has convinced us of the fact that 
Netaji has died.’ In addition to this, the lapse of time 
now and the extreme improbability of his being alive 
secretly when he would be welcome in India with great joy 
and affection adds to that circumstantial evidence”. 

Correspondence between Shri Jawaharlal Nehru 

and Shri Suresh Bose and Shri Amiya Bose 

regarding further enquiry 

A set of the letters exchanged between Prime 

Minister Rehru and Shri Suresh Bose or Shri Amiya Bose 

$ 

are enclosed* 

It is true that in his letter of April 22, 1964- 
Prime Minister Nehru 'agreed' with Shri Amiya Bose that 
something should be done to "finalise the question of 
Netaji* s death". But he gave no assurance and there is 
nothing to suggest, in the context of the entire corres- 
pondence, that at any time Prime Minister Nehru had 
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on ter t a ined doubts about the oonolusive character of the 
evidence oited by the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee or others 
to establish Netaji's death. Presumably, what Shri 
Nehru had in mind was that something should be done 
to persuade those who still doubted this fact to accept 
the finality of the conclusion that Netaji was no more* 

decision on the Memorandum 

The memorandum was discussed at a mooting of 
Secretaries held under the chairmanship of the Cabinet 
Secretary on the 17th February, 1968, to examine the 
various points raised. As far as the question of a 
fresh enquiry was concerned, the meeting was of the 
view that this was not warranted as no fresh evidence had 
been brought to light. This recommendation was broyght 
to the Prime Minister's notice in conne ct ion with tnvtftrved 
question No. 14^8 which was answered in the Lok Sabha 
on 21.2.1968. In reply to the question, the Prime 
Minister had stated: "Since no new facts have been 
brought to light, Government do not oonsider that any f 
fresh enquiry is warranted". 

The suggestions in the memorandum for according 
honour and recognition to the personality of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose too were examined in the meeting 
and the recommendations of the meeting, contained in 
the minutes, have been submitted to the Home Minister 
and the Prime Minister for approval. 
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Sure ah C .Bose . 


Dated 12th May, 1962* 


Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 

Prime Minister of India, 

New Delhi* 

pear Shri Nehru , 

The report in the papers of the 8th 
instant is to the effect that you stated in 
Parliament on the previous day, in reply to a 
question by Shri P.C* Baroosh that the majority 
report of the Netaji Enquiry Committee established 
that my brother Shri Subhes Chandra Bose, died In 
an air-aoc iden t. 

If you hold this piece of news to be oorreat* 
it affects the members of our family more than the 
general publio , who, however, are also deeply 
interested in its correctness or otherwiss* 

I would, therefore, request you eg his elder 
brother and as the seniormost surviving member of 
the family to forward to me the proof of his death, 
oireumstances under whioh such alleged deeth took 
plaoe • 

In the expectation of a reply and with 
kind regards, 

I remain , 


Yours sincerely. 


■; 


Sd/-Suresh C.Bose 
12.5*62. 


NO.704-PMH/62 


Hay 13, 1962. 


Dear Shri suresh Boss, 

X have your letter of the 12th Hay. You 
ask me to send you proof of the death of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose * I oannot send you any 
precise and direct proof. But all the 
oiroumstant ial evidenoe that has been produced 
and which has been referred to in the Enquiry 
Committee's report has convinced us to the fact 
that Netaji has died* In addition to this, the 
lapse of time now and the extreme improbability 
of his being alive seoretly somewhere when he 
would be weloomed in India with great Joy and 
affection, adds to that circumstantial evidence* 


Yours sincerely, 
Sd/-Jawaharls 1 Nehru 

Shri Suresh C.Bose, 

Gar ia , 

P.Q.Garia, 

Distt.. 24 Paraganas, 

West Bengal. 


SURE SH C. BOSE 



&aria ,P . O.Gar ia , 

Dist. 24 perganas, 
(West Bengal) , 

Bated 8th August, 1962. 

Bear Shri Nehru, 

It appears from your latter N o .98 2-PMH/6 2 
of the 26th June last, that your own Information 
conveyed to you by our Ambassadors has confirmed 
the fpCt that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead . 

As this piece of news, if true, vitually 
affects all the members of our family. I would 
respectfully request you to please forward to me 
the date, place and circumstances under whioh the 
alleged deathtook place, as reported to you. 

With kind regards, 

I remain , 

Yours sincerely, 

Suresh Chandra Bose • 


Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Prime Minister , 

New Delhi. 


* 


N0.1256-FMH/62 


August 12, 1962 



r> 






Dear Shr i Bo se , 

I have your letter ofthe Gth August) 

I wrote to you that all the circumstantial 
evidence made me believe that Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose had died. Much of this evidenoe was 
given in the report made by the Committee 
appointed for thiB purpose, which visited Japan, 
you will find the date, place and oir oumst an ce s • 
mentioned in that committee* s report* 

Apart from that report, the length 
of time that has elapsed ia itself confirmatory 
of the fact of his death. 


Yours sincerely. 


Jawaharlal Nehru. 


Shri Suresh C*Bose , 
Garia, 

P.0* Garia, 

T>iat. 2 4 Parganas. 



1 »VOOPBURN PARK 
CALCUTTA 20 


My dear Pandit ji, 

With reference to our ta lie in Delhi recently, 

I would like to submit to you the following proposals 
foriyour c ensideration . 

The controversy regarding the aircraeh at 
Taikoku in August 1945 is having unfortunate 
consequences. The report of the Enquiry Committee 
consisting of Shah Nawaz Khan and two other mombers 
has not found acceptance among a large section 
of the Indian people. The main reason for this is 
to be found in the fget that the Shah Nawaz Enquiry 
Committee did not include any person of high judicial 
standing and experience* Irresponsible statements by 
a number of persons are also keeping this controversy 
alive. In the national interest there should be a 
final judicial ' finding regarding the aircrash at 
Thaihoku in August 1945 * It will be in the fitnesa of 
things if the Chief Justice of India will agree 
to preside over a body of Judges and enquire into 
this question. All the materials collected by the 
Shah Nawaz Enquiry Committee on the subject and other 
materials that may be available to the Government of 
India should be placed at the disposal of this body 
of Judges. This body should* of course* be at liberty 
to take any further evidence on the subject if that 
is considered necessary by it and if such evidence 
is available. 

The Government should accept the findings of 
this judioial body and take whatever steps that may 
be found necessary on the basis of its recommendations. 
This being purely a national question the Government 
should not take into acceoumt tho opinion of any 
individual in this matter even though he heppens to bo 
related to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I shall be thankful if you will kindly send 
me your message in support of the plans of Netaji Hall 
society. 

Hope you are feeling better. 

With regards * 


Yours sineerely, 
Sd/-Amiya Neth Bose. 


Shr i Jawahar lal Nehru* 
Prime Minister of India, 
New Delhi. 


N o . 293 -PMH/6 4 


April 22 , 1964 


W 


Hy dear Amiya, 

I have your letter of the 20th April, 

I agree with you that aanething should be 
done to finalise the question of Netaji's death* 
But it is not quite clear t o mo how far it 
will be proper for me to ask the Chief Justice 
of India to look into this matter. It may 
imvolve visiting Japan, and I am sure I cannot 
ask the Chief Justice to do so. 

I have sent you a brief message already 
about the Netaji Hall sooiety. 


^ Yours sincerely, 


Jaweharlal Nehru 


Shri Amiya Nath Bose, 
1 , Woodburh Park. 
Calcut ta-20 . 
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Subash Chandra Bose ~ Removal of his 
Aghe s_from the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo to India. /Q 
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Netaji Subash Chandra Bose died in an aircrash 
t'n the 18th ‘*ugust,1945, at the Taihoku airfield in Formosa. 

His body was cremated at the Taihoku Crematorium on the 20th 
August, IS ^o. i he as ties were collected and temporarily kept 
in the Nishi(West) Honganji Temple, Taihoku till the 7th 
September, 1945, when they were flown to Tokyo. They have 
been lying in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo since then. The 
Government cf India are paying an. amount of Rs.5,000/- per 
annum to the Head Priest of the Renkoji Temple for the 
upkeep of Netaji's ashes. 

Some doubts were expressed in regard to Netaji's 
death and, in response to a demand from a section of the 
public, the Government of India set up an inquiry committee 

in April, 1956. The Committee consisted of the following;- 

* 

(1) Shri Shah Nawaz Khan 

(2) Shri Suxesh Chandra Bose 

(3) Shri S.N. Maitra 

A report was submitted by the Committee signed by 
Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and Shri S.N. Maitra in September, 1956. 

The conclusion reached by the Enquiry Committee was that 
Netaji had, in fact, met his death as a result of an 
aircrash. The Committee recommended that Netaji's ashes 
should be brought to India with duo honour and a suitable 
memorial erected for them. 

The third member of the Enquiry Committee, Shri Suresh 
Chandra Bose, submitted a dissentient report stating that , 

there had been no aeroplane crash and that Netaji had not A ; k 

died as a result. 

Tbe Cpbinet considered the Report of the Enquiry Committee 
on 9th September, 1956 and accepted its findings that Netaji 
had, in fact, met his death as a result of an aircrash. The 
Cabinet also decided that "the question of bringing over 
Netaji's ashes to India might be left for future consideration", 

A <-opy of the Report was laid on the Table of the House by 
late Prime Minister Nehru on the 11th September, 1956. He informed 
the House that the Government had accepted the findings of 
the Committee. In regard' to Netaji's ashes, late Prime Minister 
Nehru said as follows: ' 

"They( Enquiry Committee} make a recommendation about these 
ashes, th»t they should be brought to India with due 
honour and a suitable memorial erected. So far as the 
latter part is concerned, the Government do not propose, 
at this stage, to take any action. This is a matter in which, 
primarily, the family of Netaji is concerned, and it is 
with the! r consultation and goodwill that any step^ 
should be taken. I am not prepared to say that it is 
entirely a family or domestic matter. It is a national 
matter. Nevertheless, the family is concerned". 

There is a body of opinion in India which still continue 
to doubt the death of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. Only recently 
some 350 Members of Parliament asked fora fresh enquiry to 
establish whether Netaji had, in fact, died in 1945. 
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As this doubt is raised in the Parliament and outside every now 
and then, Government have been reluctant to bring the ashes of 
Netaji to India as that would raise a controversy and might 
offend the feelings of the family of Netaji. 

1 hu LjUttoLiuii was examined recently when our Ambassador 
in Tokyo raised this issue after attending the last memorial 
meeting held at the Renkoji Temple on the annivercery of Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose's death. The Ministry of Home Affairs were 
requested to obtain the understanding of the remaining members 
of the Bose family to allow Neta ji 's ashes to be brought Lack 
to India with dignity and honour. The Ministry of Home Affairs 
reached the conclusion that time was not yet ripe for taking 
any step for the transfer of the ashes of Netaji to India. That 
Ministry held that there was nothing to indicate that the members 
of the Bose family had changed their views and were now prepared 
to accept Netaji as c iad» It was felt that, in addition to hurting 
the feelings of the Bose family, it might also give rise to a 
country- wide controversy, since many Indians still sincerely 
believe that Netaji is alive. 

The Japanese Government had also approached us through 
their Embassy in New Delhi for bringing back the ashes to 
India, At that stage, the position was explained to them. 

They were also told that the Government of India would continue 
to pay Rs. 5,000/- per annum for the upkeep of the Netaji's ashes 
at the Renkoji Temple. The Japanese Government seemed to have 
appreciated our difficulties and wore satisfied with the arrangoire rt f 


(Ministry of External Affairs(East Asia Division) File 
No.C/55l/2/68/JP ) 
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Express News Seftice 

NEW DELHI, Aug 22 


ypjv active con sidera tion of non-official Bill suggesting that the 

t Ffe^Go ve^metiL — ^ ashes ot Netaji should be brought 

- - tu m t -thhM said that the Prime to India had been withdrawn in 

The Home Minister, Mr Y. B, M1 ^teterhad recent lv received a the Lok Sabha when U was felt 
Chavan, told the Lok Sabha today ^orandum from a 'lar^e member that Netaji might still be alive* A 
that the question of appointing a JJfSJSmbera of Parliament and the Commission should* therefore, be 

“ *?5^ Siufg Xmiifed to tnto thc ™ l - 


ol Netaji Sublus Chandra Bose was 



&rk 

& 


%k 


AbtrCi Wl,l+ie J 

Mr Chavan. who was replying to ^ 
„ short notice question, said that 
an idea that there should be a 
statue of Netaji in the Andamans 
"with some activity around it” was 
.at present being examined by the 
Govern menu 

Mr Samar Cuba's suggestion that 
the Andaman and Nicobar islands 
should be renamed as they were the 
first territory to be liberated from 
the British when Netaji made them 
the head-quarters of the Provisional 
Government did not find favour 
with the Government, Mr Chavan 
said that it would be improper 
for the Government to decide this: 
ft should be left to the peon 3 e 
there to take a decision tu the 
matter. 

Move opposed 

Mr R, K Ganesh* who represents 
the islands in the House, said he 
did not dispute the role o l Netaji 
in the struggle for freedom but he 
was opposed to the name being 
changed. Tbree-f mirths of the 
houses there had been destroyed 
by the Japanese fascists and 
thousands of the people sufferred 
at their hands. Every house bore 
the scar of the fascist invasion. 

There were martyrs and heroes who 
refused to surrender to the Jap- 
anese, The islands had a soul and 
a history which went farther back 
than that period. Some of them 
were the progeny of the revolution- 
aries who had been sent to those 
Islands by the British, 

When Mr Guha asked if the des- 
truction had not been before the 
provisional Government took over 
the territory. Mr Ganesh said that 
it was there both before and after. 

For some time Mr Ganesh and 
Mr Guha had angry exchanges 
and the Sneaker. Mr G, S DhiJIon. 
had to intervene. Mr Dhillon said 
that he was serious! v thinking to 
have a committee of peacemakers 
as every little thing seemed to start 
a dispute In the House, 

Suggestions 

There were many suggestions about 
erecting memorials and monuments 
for Netaji and Mr Chavan promised 
to look into them. These included 
having suitable memorials at Pori 
Blair, develop men! of the territory 
as a ‘‘national pilgrimage/' annual 
celebrations there, getting all rele- 
vant diplomatic documents from 
I he Japanese Government relating 
the transfer of the territory to the 
Provisional Government, statues hi 
the Red Fort, India Gale and port- 
raits in the Central Hall of Parlia- 
ment and getting information from 
the Government in Taiwan about 
the last journey of Netaji. 

Some members pointed out that 
many Indian revolutionaries had 
died in the islands and there 
should be a suitable memorial for 
them as well and the Home Mini- 
ster said tli at some suggestions in 
this regard were under the consi- 
deration of the Government, 

Mr Jharkhande Rai said that 
Netaji had promised that the re- 
mains of the last Mughal Emperor, 
Bahadur Shah Zafar, would be 
I taken with military honours to 
India from Rangoon and this should 
be done by the Government now. 

Mr Chavan promised to look into 
It, 

Mr s, M. Bannerjee eaid that a 
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In April 1956, In response to the public demand. 

Government of India appointed an Enquiry Committee to ascertain 
the circumstances concerning Netajl *s departure from Bangkok on 
16*8*45 and hie alleged death In an air-crash* The Commit too 
consisted of the followingi- 

(1) Shrl Shah Newaz Khan, M*P., Parliamentary 

Secretary to the Minister of Railways and Trans port | 

(11) Shrl Surosh Chandra Bose, elder brother of 
Netajl Sub ha 3 Chandra Dose; and 

(ill) Shrl S*N* Maltra, I.C.S, , formerly Chief 
Comal s si oner, Andamans and Nicobar* 

The Committee examined witnesses In Delhi, Calcutta, Bangkok, 

Saigon, Tour an e aid Tokyo* They also examined books and articles 
about Notaji Subhas Chandra Bose and studied relevant classified 
records pertaining to the matter* 

2* The members compared and disoussed the statements of the 

witnesses whom they had personally interviewed and took into 
consideration the evidence from several sources* The three members l 
of the Committee then arrived at certain broad conclusions and 
unanimously agreed that tho report should be written on the basis 
of these conclusions* These were summarised in a list entitled 
“Principal points agreed to for Draft Report dated 30-6-1956" • 

This was signed by all the three members of the Committee on 
2-7-1956. 

3* Shrl Suresh Chandra Bose had agreed with the principal 

conclusions and signed the docisnents containing these on 2-7-1956* 
The conclusions confirmed that Netnji had, in fact, met his death 

In the crash on the 13th August, 1945 at Taihoku* Shrl Suresh 

* 

Chandra Doee, however, submitted a dissent lent report stating that 
there had been no plane crash involving Notaji 's death as concluded 
in the committee's Report* 

4 * The Cabinet considered the Report of the Enquiry Committee 

signed by Shrl Shah NdRnss Khan and Shrl S.N. Maltra on 9th 
September, 1956 and accepted the finding that Netajl had, in fact, 
od t his death as a result of the air-crash on 18th August, 1945. 

The Cabinet also decided that “the question of bringing over 
Netajl *s ashes to India might be left for future consideration*” 
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A copy of the Report was laid on the Table of the House by late 
Prime Minister Nehru on 11th September, 1950 when he Informed 
the House that the Government had aoc opted the findings of the 
Committee* The dissent lent report too was placed on the Table 
of the House on 12th December, 1996, and In doing so the Prime 
Minister again confirmed that the Government had accepted the 
majority report* 

S* Briefly, the conclusions of the majority were that about 

the spring of 1945 the defeat of the Axle Powers became lively, 
and NetaJi 5ubhaa Chandra Bose began thinking of t he future 
activities of himself on the one hand, and of the Indian Indepen- 
dence League and the Indian National Army on the other* As 
regards himself , he decided to leave south Bast Asia dnd to take 
refuge in Russia, whence , In die course, he could re-emerge and 
continue the struggle for India's freedom against the British* 

As regards the Indian Independence League and the Indian National 
Army, he appeared to be undecided and desired to consult with 
his allies, the Japanese, before Imparting final instruct ions* 

6* with a view to implementing those intentions he left 

Bangkok on the 17th August, 1945, for Saigon, whence he had 
been promised passages for himself and 6 companions by a Tokyo- 
bound Japanese military plane* 

7* At Saigon, however, there was a serious disappointments 

only two passages in an Air Force bomber were offered by the 
Japanese Military Command, which, as a consequence of Japan's 
surrender te the Allies on the 15th August, 1945, found Itself 
short of air transport* After some discussion NetaJi found 
himself obliged to accept the 2 passages offered, and with the 
approval of his companions selected Col* Habibur Reiman to 
accompany him* NetaJi and Col* Rebraon accordingly took off for 
Tokyo by the bomber about 5*00 p.m* on the 17th August, 1945* 


** *3 
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8. Apart from Netaji and Col. Rahman the bomber included 

6 Japanese Service Officers as passengers, and a crew of 5 or 6 
persons. 

9. The bomber landed for the night at Tour an e on the Xndo— China 
coast at about 7.30 p.m.# and took to the air again with the sane 
inmates at 5.00 a.n. the next morning. The next brief stop was 

at Talhoku in Formosa in the early afternoon of 18th August# 1945. 
While talcing off from Talhoku later in the afternoon# however# the 
propeller and the port side engine of the bonber which appears to 
have been defective even froa the start# suddenly dropped out# 
with the result that the plane immediately crashed about 50 netres 
off the run-way and burst into f lanes. Suffering froa severe burne 
Netaji was carrisd into the Talhoku Military Hospital# where after 
soae hours he paseed away. 

\ 

10. Two days later# on the 20th# hie body was creaatsd in tha 
Talhoku Crematorium. His ashes ware collected and temporarily 
kept in tho Nishl (West) Uonganj 1 Temple In that city until tha 
7th September# 1945, wben they were flown to Tokyo. There they 
have since been lying in the Kenkojl Temple. 
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itient It. The main burden of Shri Bose' a dissentient report ia 
* that late Prime Minister Nehru had already made up his mind and 

had agreed to the enquiry only in response to a pressing demand 
from a large section of the people. Secondly# Shri Hose has 
eharged that two of the members of 3-nan Committee were under 
a "mandate" to arrive at findings which would conform with the 
pre-conoelved notion of the late Prime Minister Nehru that Nets) I. 
was dead. He has also charged that he was not taken into confidence 
by the other two members and was not shown all the relevant material 
to institute an impartial enquiry. The Committee# he has asked 
was domlnatsd by the two official members and considered only 
selective evidence which would only enable them to arrive at the 
pre-conoelved conclusion that Netaji had died in the crash at 

f 

Talhoku. Shri Bose has gone further to charge that some of the 
officials of the Government of India had tried to harass and 
pressurlss him into accepting the conclusions of the other two msmbe* 


12. Shri Bose mainly picked up email contradictions lo details 
relating to the height of the aircraft# timing of tha air or ash# etc. 
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Hs also Maintained that there was evidence contradicting that 
there was any alrorash at all. This dissentient report was 
carefully examined by the Government and when laying the report 
on the table of the Rouse on 12.12. 1950, prime Minister Nehru 
said that Governnent adhered to their acceptance of the Majority 
report. 
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13. There havs been repeated demands for undertaking another 
enquiry ever since the Shah Nawas Khan Committee Report wae published. 
However, Government having accepted the findings of the Committee, 
have taken the position that unless fresh evidence or new facts 
were brought to light a further enquiry was not warranted. Rumours 
about MetaJl*s survival and whereabouts, etc., have cropped up 
repeatedly. Each of chess, whenever brought to Government* e notice, 
has been investigated and generally found to be baseless. In 1942, 
rumour was spread that a Sanyasi of Shaulmarl Ashram was in fact 
Netaji. The Sanyasi, Swami Shradhanand himself denied the rumour. 
Another claim made by Dr. S.M. Slnha that Netaji was incarcerated 
in Cell No. 46 of Yakutusk prison in Siberia has not been corroborated 
by any tangible evidence. Lt. Gen. Fuji war a of Japan who oaae to 
India to present Netaji* e sword, while urging for further investiga- 
tion, did not produce any evidence to contradict the findings of the 
Shah Nawas K^an Enquiry Committee. Recently a press report in a 
Bengali Dally, "Jugantar”, based on information given by an 
ex-Indian army personnel, presently employed In tfeit Bengal Polios 
(as Inspector of Police, Security Control, Calcutta), that Netaji 
left Singapore by submarine towards the end of 1046 was investigated j 
and found to be hearsay and vague information. The latest inatanee 
is of the nows report claiming that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose had 
spoken from Radio Moscow after the Tashkent Agreement. On checking 
up with Radio Moscow authorities, lt was discovered that a student 
by the name of Subhas Chandra had In fact made the broadcast. 
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It has been claimed by Shrl Amiya Nath Bose that prims 
Minister Nehru, in his letter of April 22, 1)64, to him, had 
accepted that "something should be done to finalise the question 
of Netaji *e death." However, there is nothing to suggest, in tbs 
context of the entire correspondence, that at any tine prime 
Minister Nehrn had entertained any doubts about the conclusions 
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the Shah Nawaz Khan Commit too Report* i To sun ably, what Shrl Nehru 
had in aind was that something should be done to persuade those 
who still doubted this faot to accept the finality of the 

conclusions that Netaji was no more* Shrl Asiya Bose has however 

* 

claimed that a month before his death* Pandit Nehru had agreed 
that a proper enquiry Commission should be formed* 
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15* On December 30* 1967* about 350 Members of Parliament 

sent a memorandum to tlie President demanding a fresh enquiry Into 
the reported death of Netaji Subbas Chandra Bose* They had urged 
that further enquiry be made in collaboration with the Goverimcnte | 
of Japan and Tali?an* This memorandum was discussed at a Meeting 
of Secretaries held under the Chairmanship of the Cabinet Secretary 
on 10th February* 1968 te examine the various points raised* As 
far as the question of a fresh onqdiry was concerned, the meeting 
was of the view that this was not warranted as no fresh evidence 
had been brought to light* This reooranendation was brought to 
the Prime Minister’s ^notice in connection with a question in the 
Lok Sob ha on 21 .2.68. The Prime Minister, in reply to the question 
stated that "since no new facts have been brought to light. 
Government do not consider that any fresh enquiry is warranted* 

1®* Shri Samar Guho wrote in May this year to the Prime 

Minister requesting for a judicial enquiry on the analogy of the 
enquiry being conducted in regard to Gandhljl'a assassination 20 
years after Hahatnaji'a death* The Foreign Minister in reply to 
this letter Informed Shrl Quha that the terms of reference of the 
enquiry being conducted into Mahatma Gandhi's assassination did 
not seek to establish Gandhljl'a death* In the letter sent to the 
Prime Minister by 44 M*Ps t dated August 7, the request for the 
appointment of a fresh enquiry Commission* consisting of retired 
Supreme Court Judges and eminent public men* has been mdo on 
the ground that a fresh probe was being conducted in regard to 
the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi and that a Judicial enquiry 
was also being conoedod in response to a nisnbor of M.Ps» request 
into the cause of death of the Jan Sangh Leader Shrl Bind ay al 
Upadhyay* It is quite obvious that these two examples that hare 
been cited are not on all fours with the demand for on enquiry 
to establish the death of Netaji Subba* Chandra Bose* 



New Delhi, dated the Aug,, 23, 1969, 


Subject:- .Admitted Resolution given notice of by 
Shri Benoy Krishna Daschowdhury, M.P., 
for discussion in Lok Sabha on 29-8-69- 
Ca$e for instituting an Enquiry Conmission 
about the mysterious disappearance of 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 


In continuation of this Ministry's O.M. of even 
No. dated the 22nd August, 1969, the undersigned is directed 
to f orward herewith a cony of Lok Sabha Secretariat u.o. 

No. 24/2(2)/69/L dated the 20th August, 1969, alongwith its 
enclosure, on the subject noted above, and to request that, 
as the subject matter of the Resolution is the concern of the 
Ministry of External Affairs, they may kindly accept its transfer 
and inform the Lok Sabha Secretariat (Legislatiw* Branch) 
immediately ta^their acceptance of the Resolution, under 
intimation to this Ministry. 


No. 23/2/69- fb 11. II 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


IMMEDIATE 

"**(r 




(R, KuppuRao) 
UNDER SECRETARY 
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To 


The Ministry of External Affairs, 

(STiri M.K.-ttanglamurti , Under Secretary), 
retT-gSLHT . 

^ fl- w).* 6 z ^ 

%*sy /^VCA- 


















■ **c 


LOK SAB HA SECRETARIAT 
(Legislative Branch) 


HOST IMMEDIATE 


A list of admitted resolutions given notice of 
by Sarvashri Jyotirmoy Bosu, N.G. Ranga and Benoy Krishna 
Dgschowdhury, M.Ps., for discussion in the House on the 
29th August, 1969 is sent herewith. 


Sd /- 

(M.K. MATHlffi) 
for UNDER SECRETARY 




Ministry of Labour, Employment and Rehabilitation 
(Department of Labour and Employment? 

Ministry of Home Affairs^ 

L.S,S. U.O." No » 24/2 (2 )/69/L, dated the 2 Oth August, 1969. 



RESOLUTION ADMITTED FOR 29-8-1969 


SHRI BENOY KRISHNA DASCHO DHIJHY: This House Is of opinion 

that in view of the serious discrepancy in the Shanawaj 
Enquiry Committee Report and in the absence of any positive 
evidence about the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, 
that is a clear case for instituting an Enquiry Commission 
presided over by a Judge of the Supreme Court of India about 
the mysterious disappearance of that great national leader 
since August, 1945, for setting at rest the various specula- 
tions still going on in the country and abroad* 
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